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ABOUT US
We are MANNA.
We are intent on investing in the building up of the local
Anglican churches in Mozambique &Angola.
By doing this, we enable these churches to support their
communities & grow community development projects. These
churches face the enormous struggles of extreme poverty,
injustice whilst trying to care for the vulnerable and bring about
good long-term change through being the Good News.
As you can see from this edition, we have a rich and long history
going back over 100 years. If you have been supporting us for
many years, thank you! If you new to us, welcome and read on to
find out more.

Could your name
fit here as part
of MANNA's
story?

CONTACT US
MANNA,
1 The Green,
Marcham,
Oxfordshire OX13 6NE
elizabeth@manna-anglican.org
finance@manna-anglican.org
www.manna-anglican.org
www.facebook.com/MANNAANGLICAN
www.twitter.com/MANNA_UK
www.instagram.com/mannamozambiqueandangola

Could you tell your
friends/family or local church
about the work of MANNA?Do
email/write and ask us for more
copies of our newsletter to
share...

Registered Charity No. 262818

GET INVOLVED
Pray : when you see this sign, we'd love it if you would
join us in praying for these concerns.
Donate: Please consider supporting us and the
churches & projects in Mozambique & Angola on a
regular basis.
Subscribe: Do susbcribe to our mailing list or facebook
page to get regular news by emailing:
elizabeth@manna-anglican.org

Please pray for MANNA - that all
we do, builds up the local
churches in Lebombo, Niassa &
Angola and grows God's Kingdom

NEWS IN BRIEF
Dear MANNA Friends
It is astounding to look back on the MANNA history which stretches over 100 years and see the fruits
of this wonderful partnership with the Dioceses of Lebombo, Niassa & Angola. As these dioceses
continue to thrive, grow and consider multiplication, our prayer is that we shall continue to support them
so they can be sustainable in the long-term. Thank you for supporting us this far, please do consider
giving to MANNA on a regular basis if you don't already so we can contribute to the growth of these
Anglican communities and their community development projects.

Ven. Christopher Cunliffe, Chair of Trustees

new trustees for MANNA
We’re delighted that Rev Canon Dr Helen Van Koevering and Rev Joe Moffatt
have joined us as MANNA trustees. Many of you will have heard of Helen as a
previous MANNA secretary and she & her husband, Mark lived and worked in the
Diocese of Niassa. Joe is a vicar in Teddington and used to be the trustee of
another Mozambican charity amongst many other things. We’re very grateful to
them for their commitment to the work of MANNA.

In 2017, Rev Ken Hewitt, now aged 87, attended his last MANNA trustees
meeting & retired after 50 years involvement with MANNA. We
are incredibly grateful to him for his service & unswerving desire to be an
advocate for the churches & communities in Mozambique and latterly
Angola. Ken tells us he first read the MANNA magazine ‘Lebombo Leaves’ in
1967 & he started to attend AGM’s. Soon after that he met Bishop Dinis
Sengulane whilst training for ordination. In 1986, Ken was elected as
MANNA Chairman and in 1989 went to Lebombo, when Mozambique was
still in the midst of civil war. He has seen much change in MANNA: peace in
Mozambique, the creation of the Dioceses of Niassa & Angola and the
phenomenal growth of the churches. Finally in 2006, he celebrated the
centenary of MANNA and brought all 3 Bishops to London for the
celebrations. MANNA asked him to write down some his memories: his
humble nature shone through as he remarked: "I don’t really know what I
have done.” Thank you Ken.

50 years for manna

Text 'MOZA00' £5 to 70070 to donate to MANNA and make a difference today.
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100TH EDITION

#thenandnow

The MANNA magazine dates back over 100 years and it's wonderful to celebrate it's 100th edition.
MANNA (previously 'The Lebombo Association')'s magazine was first called 'Lebombo Leaves' and later
'Lebombo & Niassa Leaves'. Reading through extracts dating back to 1913, makes for fascinating and
sometimes very uncomfortable reading. Our understanding of 'mission' and attitude towards local ministry
in Mozambique & Angola has changed dramatically. What have we learnt through history and what can
we do better in the century to come?

Cornerstone to sustainability
Moving away from an attitude of dependency as the cornerstone of
the dioceses of Mozambique & Angola towards an attitude of
listening and encouraging future sustainability.

Stories of partnership
We are first and foremost partners of the Gospel with our brothers and
sisters in Lebombo, Niassa & Angola, working together with mutual
respect and learning from each other. This photo (right) from of Canon
Jeremias and Eileen Hamilton née Bird remind us these partnerships go on
for years. Today Eileen is still a committed trustee of MANNA with her
husband Ken,, having served for years in Messumba.

Faithful voices never forgotten
This photo (1971) of the future 1st Bishop of Niassa, Paulo Litumbe, his wife
Helena & family reminds us of faithful voices from the history of the Anglican
church in Mozambique. His story (and many others long forgotten) of immense
hardship, struggles during the war & huge treks to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ should be repeated to inspire & teach us. For more of his incredible story,
read Helen Van Koevering's book:'Dancing Their Dreams'.
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Bishops past & present
These photos (left, 1975) of the last Bishop of Lebombo, Bishop Dinis
Sengulane with his parents as he was being made a deacon and below of the
current Bishop of Lebombo, Bishop Carlos Matsinhe as a young seminarian
with others.

Passing on
the faith
Canon Swithun & Mary Juma (right
1971) looked after their nephew
Paulo Litumbe (later became 1st
Bishop of Niassa) in Cobue. We can
never underestimate the
importance of 'passing on the faith'
from generation to generation.

Church planting
The generosity and simplicity of this couple (left 1978)
offering their house to be used for worship is a story that
has been repeated over history and means the church
continues to grow.

And yet, the struggles remain...
So much of the 'Lebombo Leaves' over the last century are full of familiar stories of famine, illness &
floods, lack of education & finance, all littered with a wonderful faith. These struggles are ones that are
still real for so many today in Mozambique & Angola. The pressing question is:
What is God asking us, as MANNA, and YOU to do to fight against these injustices
and bring about his Kingdom?
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With thanks to the Bodleian Libraries, The
University of Oxford & USPG Archives.
USPG Periodicals: Lebombo Leaves

Please join us in thanking God for the last 100+
years and pray for MANNA trustees as they debate
this question to best support the dioceses in the
future & raise more funds

LEBOMBO
NEWS
CHURCH PLANTING, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & TRAINING
The Anglican Diocese of Lebombo, southern Mozambique dates back before the 1900's with the first
Bishop of Lebombo being William Edmund Smyth (1893-1912). Today there are 285 active
congregations in the Lebombo diocese with at least 181,000 people. It has 45 ordained priests and 7
deacons of which about a half are non-stipendiary ministers. Churches are continuing to be planted and
there is a growing need for more training & resourcing.

ministry amongst the Elderly
This photo (left) is of meetings in September '17
between Bishop Carlos & representatives from
Ministry amongst the Elderly. This ministry also initiates
a project of dialogue & awareness with healers to help
protect the elderly in the resolution of family problems
and to decrease witchcraft.

rebuilding homes
Earlier in 2017, Cyclone Dineo brought havoc to the
Inhambane area and beyond. It was therefore wonderful to
see photos (right) of classrooms & homes that have been
rebuilt through support from Episcopal Relief & Development
through Acção Social Anglicana (the community development
wing of Diocese of Lebombo) aswell as the distribution of
seeds, food & planting of trees.
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Please pray for the plans, finances and future ordinands at the
newly planned Theological College in Majuva,, Lebombo

bishop carlos visit
Thanks to Revd Sheenagh Burrell @ALMA for this
photo & contribution:
"ALMA London was delighted to host 23 Pilgrims from
Lebombo who accompanied Bishop Carlos in July. The
group wanted to explore the roots of their Anglican
Identity and each day we visited key Anglican sites, and
then shared an evening meal with London linked
parishes followed by Evening Prayer. The ALMA Sunday
Service (right) in St Paul’s Cathedral was one of the
highlights of the pilgrimage alongside the fellowship and
fun we shared day by day.
Deus é bom. Todo tempo."

youth provincial day
Some of the Youth of the Diocese of
Lebombo, walking on a pilgrimage as
part of the celebrations & worship for
Youth Provincial Day 2017, Chimoio,
Manica Province.

savings with education
Over 5 days in July '17, 21 people from the
Dioceses of Angola, Lebombo & Niassa were
in Maciene to complete their training to be
facilitators in Savings with Education
programme, organised by Episcopal Relief &
Development. This work is transformative &
life-giving and will bear much fruit in the
communities, combatting poverty &
injustice & bringing hope.
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inter-faith peace march
In May, youth & members of the Anglican
church along with hundreds of others,
attended an Inter-faith Peace March to
promote Peace in Mozambique, culminating
in speeches together from various faiths and
denominations. .

more church planting
The first stone was laid for a new church for
the parish of St. Stephen of Venhene,
Chongoene, Gaza province. It was even more
wonderful to hear that this made possible by
a family donating the space to the church.
May God bless this donation and this church
and may the people grow in maturity of faith.

teacher training
A formative meeting of training for 65
teachers from the ecclesiastical districts of
Umbeluze, Maputo, Limpopo, Maciene &
Inhambane.

"Teachers are a large group in the diocese and
perform a voluntary work of high relief for the
growth & transformation of the church and so
we pray to God to open the doors of more
encounters of this nature."

Bishop Carlos Matsinhe
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NIASSA NEWS

Refugee confirmations, health fieldworkers &
strengthening leadership
The Anglican Diocese of Niassa dates back to 1979 although there is history of UMCA missionaries
Charles Janson & William Johnson, who walked from Zanzibar to the shores of Lake Niassa in 1882 to
evangelise this area. The first Bishop in Niassa was Paulo Litumbe (1979-1985) and today there are some
442 active congregations with 61 priests.

leadership
In the first year of the new
Bishop of Niassa, Bishop Vicente
Msosa, we were thankful to see
the Standing Committee of the
diocese meeting together in
August '17.

refugee confirmations
A refugee camp just outside Nampula has a growing
Anglican presence: 8 couples were married there on
Christmas Day! This photo is from May 2017 when
Bishop Vicente Msosa confirmed Rwandan & Burundi
refugees at a service in their own languages.

Please pray for the work of the Diocese of Niassa, its senior leadership,
its future plans for multiplication, the Equipa da Vida fieldworkers and its
peoples across many communities
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health fieldworkers
In September, the“adeptos” (fieldworkers) from the 'Equipa da Vida' teams in the Niassa Mission Department met on
the shores of Lake Niassa for a week of meetings. This innovative team leads community health and development in
Niassa across a wide area which covers, community health, HIV prevention, water & sanitation, agriculture. savings
programmes & nutrition.

rural churches
This is Chiundo Anglican
Church in September '17
in Niassa where the
Diocese was giving out
uniforms for school
children who were unable
to buy them for
themselves. Across the
diocese, the Lord is
growing little churches
like this but, like all
dioceses, they struggle
with issues such as
finances and theological
resourcing.
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ANGOLA
NEWS
investing in people, building churches & mothers union
The Anglican Diocese of Angola is the newest Diocese of the 3. It was founded in 2002 but before that from 1990, it was
functioning as an Archdeaconry of Lebombo. This very large diocese, encompassing the entire country of Angola., is
divided into six archdeaconries, with a total of 146 congregations, 157,962 members and 87 ordained clergy.

investing in people
Rebecca Vander Meulen (left) from Diocese of Niassa
presented to the Angolan Diocesan Synod in June on
organising Community Health Teams to tackle malaria with
support from the Cross-Border Malaria Initiative sponsored
by the J.C. Flowers Foundation.

"We invest mainly in people and not things. "

Rebecca Vander Meulen

ordinations
The month of September saw 6 ordinations: 2 deacons &4 priests. In
October, 3 more were ordained for Bengeula & Lubango and a new
Archdeaconry was installed for South & Central Angola with Revd
Pedro Jamba as Archdeacon. He had previously been the Administrator
for the Nora Sturges Health Centre in Lobito which now has a new
Administrator and a Dr.

Micro-finance programmes
A team from the Mothers Union lead a
micro-finance programme which had an
amazing 2,683 members in 110 groups last
year.
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theological students
These two young men (both called
Francisco!) pictured here with Maria from the
Diocesan Office, are both studying Theology
at the Catholic University via a grant secured
by MANNA.

theological conferences
In August, Dr Revd Marcus Throup, a theological educator
who has worked in Brazil for 10 years gave theological
talks in Luanda, Uige and Mucaba. These were for the
clergy, catechists and church leaders to help grow and
deepen their biblical knowledge & understanding.

new church in namacunde
Bishop Andre travelled to Cunene province in June to
lay the first stone for the new church in Namacunde and
had meetings with the TKMI (Cross Border Collaboration
in Malaria Control).
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Please pray for the Diocese of Angola and the
work of the Lobito Health Centre that MANNA
supports and its management team

ANGLICAN LUSOPHONE
NETWORK MEETING

In November '17, more than 30 delegates gathered in Porto, Portugal representing the Anglican dioceses
in Angola, Brazil, Mozambique and Portugal as well as a range of Christian mission agencies, including
MANNA & ALMA. It is so important for these dioceses to spend time together sharing their
challenges & joys and learning from each other. For more info visit here:
www.manna-anglican.org/2018/01/02/lusophone-network-meeting-portugal/

Left: MANNA was represented by trustee Rev Carla
Vicencio Prior. Left Bottom: Bishop Andre from Angola.
Bottom: Bishop Manuel from Niassa.
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EPILESPY TRAINING IN NIASSA
Dr Peg Cumberland's pioneering work in Niassa with Epilepsy
patients continues at a pace. Her work this year has focused on
supporting the government mental health programme for Niassa
Province, mainly through the training & support of the district
mental health clinical officers. She travelled thousands of miles
with Senhor Cazembe, (Head of the Mental Health programme)
visiting the mental health clinical officers in each of the 17
districts.
At the end of 2017, she led a week-long training in Kuchijinji
centre for all of Niassa Province's 22 mental health clinical
officers. The training focused on epilepsy diagnosis & treatment
and the progress made in each district since an initial training
held in April 2017. Peg aims to further improve the support in
2018 and will also start improving services for people with
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.

The Diocese of Angola Synod met in June 2017.
(Trustee John Tasker was invited to attend, see right)
One of the key decisions taken was multiplication into
two dioceses of Uige & Luanda and the associated
need for strengthening of diocesan infrastructure.
Alongside discussions on health (see Page 11) there
were also discussions on Administration, Finances,
Sustainability and the importance of tithing. Missionary
areas were established in Bié, Benguela, Cunene,
Huambo, Kuando Kubango & Lubango and with the
growth of congregations in these areas, the Synod
agreed to create a new archdeaconry of Central &
South Angola.
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Above: Some of the medical clinical officers
Below: Reviewing epilepsy patient notes with health staff,
as part of training exercise during a supervision trip to
rural health centres.

ANGOLA SYNOD

To the Manager (name of your bank)
..............................................................................................................................................................................................
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................................................................................................................................................................................................
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