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Padre Alberto,
Community Priest, Niassa
NEW BISHOP IN NIASSA
Preparing for a new era

COMMUNITIES
TRANSFORMED

THEOLOGICAL TRAINING
Conferences, students and a new Seminary

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Transformational change in Lebombo & Niassa
Conferences
and
students
and
Angolan
Clinic

CHURCH COMMITMENT 2017
Would your church support the churches
of Mozambique & Angola?

We are MANNA. We are
intent on investing in the
building up of the local
Anglican churches in
Mozambique &Angola.
By doing this, we enable these
churches to support their
communities and develop
community development
projects, as the face the
enormous struggles of
extreme poverty, injustice and
care of the vulnerable and
bringing about good long-term
change through
being the Good News.

MANNA,
1 The Green,
Marcham,
Oxfordshire OX13 6NE
elizabeth@manna-anglican.org
finance@manna-anglican.org
www.facebook.com/
MANNAANGLICAN/
www.twitter.com/MANNA_UK

Palm sunday 2016
celebrations in Lichinga

bishop carlos laying first stone
of a new church in boquisso,
lebombo

Paulina (Angola), Hortencia (Lebombo) and
Gloria (Niassa) in Angola
Photo credit: Tammi Mott ERD

"COMING TOGETHER IS A
BEGINNING, STAYING
TOGETHER IS PROGRESS &
WORKING TOGETHER IS
SUCCESS."

Collaboration is key.
MANNA has been working to support the Anglican dioceses of Mozambique (& latterly
Angola) for over 100 years. Our support is mostly for the background things that are
harder to fundraise for; general running costs, salaries, etc.
But over the years, we and the dioceses themselves, have developed relationships
with other organisations who do different things with these dioceses. It was wonderful
to hear that in November '16, together with Episcopal Relief & Development, groups
from Lebombo & Niassa Mother's Unions went to Angola diocese to learn together
about savings with education groups.
These groups empower women with financial resources to improve health & nutrition
in their households. In addition to supporting savings activities, meetings feature
discussions on good health practices, maintaining a clean environment, preventing
domestic and gender-based violence and strengthening financial literacy.

The new Bishop of Niassa has been announced:
Revd. Vicente Msosa is a parish priest from
Lichinga and will be installed on February 25th. We
pray for Revd Vicente, his wife Anastacia and their
children Andrason, Ebenezer and Omegarda as
they prepare themselves for this next step in the
journey of the life of the Diocese of Niassa.
Could your church support MANNA? We
would love to encourage more churches in the
UK to support the strengthening of the churches
in Mozambique & Angola.
For more info, see the insert with this newsletter.
This year, MANNA's 2017 celebration will be a
bit different. Instead of holding our own service,
we shall be encouraging MANNA supporters to
come to the ALMA Eucharist on Sunday 9th July
6pm at St Paul’s Cathedral & hear Bishop Carlos.
The Epilepsy Health project in Niassa continues, led
by Dr Peg Cumberland who is working with the local
community health workers & communities (see right).
Bishops Andre, Manuel & Carlos are
kept forever busy baptising and
confirming Christians in their vast
dioceses. Here is Bishop Carlos in St
Saviours, Xai-Xai last year baptising
51 & confirming 90 adults & children.
We pray that there faith will grow in
depth as they grow in years.

Youth celebrations and teaching in
Lebombo Some of the Anglican Youth of
Lebombo gathered in Xai-Xai church at the
beginning of September '16 for a fantastic day
of celebration, meditation, teaching &
workshops on information technology in
relation to the gospel, the environment &
sexual education. The celebrations followed
with tributes & diplomas for some young
people who have done much to encourage
the growth of the Anglican youth of Lebombo.

Don't miss our 2017 Lenten Campaign
#Good2BAnglican. Visit & like our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/MANNAANGLICAN to
catch all the stories & prayers or visit
www.manna-anglican.org/getinvolved/good2banglican/
(Photo credit: www.rvmphotography.com)

The Diocese of Niassa is building a
church training hub with accommodation
in Nampula for the huge Lurio region. It
will be used for training locally ordained
priests, lay leaders, Mothers’ Union and
community development fieldworkers &
teams. This area has a population of 9
million people and there are 20,000
Anglicans. It is planned that this area will
be a new missionary diocese by end of
2017 with an administrative & spiritual
centre in Nampula. Work is under way
but the Diocese needs more support to
finish this project. Can you help?

LOBITO HEALTH CLINIC, ANGOLA
The Diocese of Angola is responsible for two clinics in Angola. The first is at St Peter's
Cazenga in Luanda. The second is in Lobito and was set up in 2003, initiated by Bishop
Graham Dow. The clinic is in a very poor rural area and like so many other health care
providers in Angola is hugely struggling. At present, it is run by the Anglican priest from
Benguela, Revd Pedro Jamba who is also a nurse.
Last October, in partnership with the JC Flowers Foundation (who also work with the
Diocese of Angola on health issues) MANNA initiated an independent review by a
health expert. It became clear from this report that this clinic is in
dire need of support, training & resources to turn it around.
MANNA is committed to supporting the Diocese of Angola as it seeks to do this.
If you would like to support this clinic, please follow the link:
https://my.give.net/NoraSturgesHealthClinic

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
IN ANGOLA
Very few priests in Angola have had any theological training in the form of a degree course
in their own language. A few of the 60+ clergy in Angola have who have had access to
funds have travelled to South Africa and had some education in english but the majority
have not had adequate education. This is a pressing need for the churches in Angola and
therefore this year, with the support of other partners, MANNA aims improve theological
training in Angola in two ways.
Firstly, 2 prospective ordination candidates will begin a theology degree at the
Universidade Católica de Angola in Luanda funded by a grant from a theological trust via
MANNA. Jeremias Joao Bunda and Francisco Santana Issenguele are both active in their
current churches in Luanda & Uige and are very keen to deepen their theological
understanding.
Secondly, there is no Anglican theological training college in Angola but there are 4 basic
theological centres in Luanda, Uige, Mucaba & Songo that run a home-grown training
programme for local pastors & church leaders. We are delighted that Revd Dr Marcus
Throup has been invited by Bishop Andre to give short conferences in these centres in
August 2017. Marcus met Bishop Andre in the summer when Bishop Andre was visiting the
UK. Marcus is a theological educator, having previously lectured at St John’s College,
Nottingham and now teaches at Diocese of Winchester’s School of Mission. For over a
decade, he taught in Brazil and has published several works in Portuguese and has
translated theology textbooks for major publishers.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN LEBOMBO
Over 2016, the Diocese of Lebombo's community development work - Acção Social
Anglicana, has been busy using the 'Church & Community Mobilization Process, mostly
called by ‘Umoja’, (Swahili word meaning Unity, Working Together) that many other
dioceses use. This process, developed by Tearfund, enables the church to holistically serve
itself & the surrounding communities spiritually & physically.
'Umoja' calls the Church to first look inside, mobilise people, identify needs & use local
resources for problem solving. The methodology consists of envisioning the leadership of
the church, selecting and training lay people to be facilitators, working with congregations,
identifying problems and finding solutions for the problems and celebrating successes.
So far 49 clergy & catechists from Lebombo parishes have been envisioned and here are
some examples of initiatives that have emerged from this process:
- In the Parish of Trevo, the Mother’s Union Groups began a sewing initiative for liturgical
vestments and school uniforms and to also assist the needy and elderly with basic products.
- In the Parish of Nhamavila, they are using straw to produce baskets, bags, hats and other
goods to sell. With the profits, they have managed to build a Parish office which also serves
as the room where they work and sell.
- The Congregation of Matutuine have identified a lot of natural trees which are good for
producing coal. They are also doing this environmentally & responsibly.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN NIASSA
The Diocese of Niassa's extensive & far-reaching Community Development work
(which you may know under various different names - Equipas de Vida/Teams of
Life/Salt & Health Work/Lakeshore project/Mission department) continues to thrive. In
their 2015-2016 summary (available on our website), they now have 9,572 active
volunteers/community health workers in the diocese and these are the
'adeptos'/fieldworkers who support and train them who came together for training in June.
Their work over the last year has been wide-reaching: they have...
- taught and mobilised their communities about HIV, health, agriculture
- supported sick, elderly people and vulnerable children
- tended gardens to support their own work
- built or rehabilitated houses for people in need
- advocated for things they believe in
encouraged dignity-enhancing changes through the
construction of improved stoves & latrines
This project now has work in a wide variety of areas; nutrition, HIV prevention & care,
disaster preparation & response, agriculture, Water and sanitation, savings groups,
community & child health, epilepsy,

One evening in October 2012, a woman was admitted to the remote health centre in Cobue,
Mozambique. Because of the Anglican Diocese of Niassa’s comprehensive ‘Salt, Light, Health’
community health project and many ‘Life Team’ activists who work in the Cobue region, Cobue offers
better health services than most communities its size. She was very poorly, covered in infected
ulcers all over large areas of her body. These raw wounds left her unable to sit up or walk. Cobue’s
seasoned doctor, made woozy by these oozing sores, began removing dead tissue. A traditional
midwife and the patient’s mother waved cloths to keep the flies at bay. Her prognosis was poor. But
her name? Esperança. The Portuguese word for “hope.” And for Esperança, hope proved to be
stronger than the bacteria that fought for her life. Today’s #StoriesofLoveComing is a Story of Hope.
A team of dedicated people worked for hours each day to clean Esperança’s sores. The process
must have been agonisingly painful, but Esperança never complained or grumbled. Behind
Esperança’s wounds lurked an even more concerning problem: her immune system had been
decimated by HIV. Someone with a healthy immune system typically has a CD4 count of maybe
1000. A CD4 count of 350 or below indicates widespread damage to the immune system, and is a
cause for significant concern. Esperança’s CD4 count was 12. She had first been diagnosed with
HIV in 2008 and had faithfully taken her ARV medications twice a day, as instructed. But the ARVs
were no longer working.
In hushed discussions with the doctor, those working with her compassionately hoped that
Esperança could at least recover to the point of being able to sit up before she died. But three days
into her wound care, with thousands of milligrams of antibiotics circulating through her body,
Esperança greeted the health workers with glee. Giddy, she explained that she had managed to
leave her bed overnight to go to the bathroom outside. This was something she hadn’t done in
weeks. Esperança, already all too familiar with death (having lost her only child), now admits that
death was on her mind during these days of hospitalisation. But that morning, her joy of having been
able to get out of bed overwhelmed her thoughts of death.

A team of efficient and dedicated people in high places got authorisation from the national Ministry of
Health for Esperança to begin a new regime of ARVs—a significantly more expensive set of “second line”
medications that are only available to a small proportion of Mozambicans living with HIV. Within days,
Esperança’s increasing mobility and healing sores proved that these new ARVs were effectively halting
HIV’s reproduction within her body. Esperança continued to improve and was discharged from the
hospital only a month after she’d arrived.
She arrived home to surprised celebration. Friends and neighbours told her they didn’t think she’d ever
step foot in Mala again. The Mother’s Union from the church surrounded her with prayers of thanksgiving.
Esperança had clung to the hope that too often eludes most of us. She had the courage to live beyond
the facts, fully aware of the possibility of being humiliated in that hope. William, a fisherman turned HIV
technician extraordinaire and one of Esperança’s primary caregivers, explains “most people didn’t think
she’d live to seek the weekend.” “I praise God.” Today she is still alive and farming.
Esperança wouldn’t be alive today without second line ARVs. She wouldn’t be alive if her family hadn’t
received treatment and teaching about HIV from Salt, Light, Health and Life Team activists. She wouldn’t
be alive if her mother, her primary care-giver over the past months, had given up. She wouldn’t be alive
without the daily wound care she received from a team of informally trained lay people. She wouldn’t be
alive without the thoughtful conversations between several different doctors, hundreds of miles apart. She
wouldn’t be alive without the activists around the world who lobbied over the years for lower ARV prices,
and the PEPFAR funds that made her medication available.
But the obligatory prerequisite to all of that was her own deep hope. Esperança’s esperança. She must
have practiced living out her name for years. Only a well-practiced hoper could have hoped like she did.

Padre Alberto Passiel was been born in Ribaué
in Nampula province and is a native Macua
speaker. He was a carpenter and was 60 years
old when he was ordained after spending three
years in local training.
The Diocese of Niassa more than doubled its size
in terms of congregations and members between
2004 and 2014, a move of the Spirit and of people
settling and planting the church after the
insecurities of war. With the high church growth
rate in new areas in the early 2000’s, the diocese
planned to grow the number of theologically &
locally trained priests to meet the need.
Following similar vision from other areas in Africa, the Diocese decided to prepare what came to be called
'Community Priests' – people with a proven community & church leadership from years as catechists &
evangelists, educationally disadvantaged because of 30 years of war in northern Mozambique and of a
maturity of faith and life with a call to ordained ministry.
Alberto was one of the first group of 13 ordained to this ministry. In 2003, when Bishop Mark was
consecrated, only 21 priests served around 230 congregations in Niassa – seven of those priests were
retired. By 2015, the number of clergy in Niassa was 59 and 25 were Community Priests. The war years
had been a disturbing time and he only finished primary education, but he was a good man of strong faith
and loved in his community. The uncertainties of life had taken a strain on his wife, Rosa, but Padre
Alberto continued to love and support her through her struggles and to see her as she is today – a
healthy, round and happy woman and keen member of the MU. Padre Alberto has served the parish of
Mecuburi since 2006 on his bike, cycling to each of the 30 churches under his pastoral care every
Sunday. He has grown this parish through visits & preparation for baptism, confirmations & weddings to
1,535 members & his eyes show his delight in his calling, twinkling when he tells you his stories of grace.
One such story was of a man in one of his congregations whose life has been completely turned around
since baptism in 2010. This man had been the village ‘feitiçeiro’ [witch doctor] (man wearing the colourful
jacket) who had dreamt of a man telling him to lay down his instruments of his craft and follow him – and
when he heard this very same message in church at a confirmation service with the Bishop, he
immediately asked for baptism. Padre Alberto reported the following year that that village was now freed
of the fear of this man and the church had come to be seen as a place of healing and new life – and he
was almost dancing with joy as he recounted this transformative work of the Spirit!

A Theological College to train future Pastors and church leaders is planned for
Lebombo. A 5 acre piece of land has been acquired at Majuva 25 km south of Maputo.
The whole complex will include classrooms, dormitories for 16 seminarians, teachers
house, library kitchen and a chapel. The first phase will focus on the dormitories (see
below) and teachers house. The seminary will also be used for lay ministries training and
for retreat of various groups.
In Southern Africa, there is no Portugese-speaking Theological Training College to serve
more than 500,000 Anglicans. At present priests are either trained at the ACSA College of
the Transfiguration in South Africa which is very expensive for the 3 dioceses to send
students to and the language barrier and visa permits is often problematic.
The Dioceses of Lebombo, Niassa and Angola are growing fast and the challenge is to
provide more well trained clergy.
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